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The challenges of cross-national comparative research

From Theoretical and methodological issues and Statistical models and data 
analysis to problem sof economy and politics.

Important overview

Cross-National Comparative Research is concerned with observing social phenomena across 
countries, and with developing explanations for their similarities and differences. This Special 
Issue focuses on the use of Cross-National Comparative Research to study the effects of 
national and sub-national contexts on behaviors and attitudes of individual actors. Moreover, it 
is of interest how behaviors and attitudes at the individual level lead to national and sub-
national outcomes at the meso and macro levels. How do immigration policies affect migrants’ 
well-being? Does the number of divorcees in a country influence individual divorce risks? Are 
human values universal, or do they vary from one country to another? Under which conditions 
is political protest triggered, and when does it lead to revolutionary changes within society? 
These and other questions are typical of cross-national comparative analyses that seek to 
ascertain how upper-level (macro, meso) contexts influence micro-level phenomena, and how 
outcomes at the individual level are once more reflected at the meso and macro levels. Prof. 
Dr. Hans-Jürgen Andreß, Prof. Dr. Detlef FetchenhauerandProf. Dr. Heiner Meulemannteach 
sociology and social psychology at the University in Cologne, Germany.
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