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Recent decades have seen the emergence of more complex forms of spatial mobility, such as long-
distance commuting, circular migration, multi-residential living, studying abroad, intensive travelling 
and virtual mobility via the Internet. Major social changes, such as migration and refugee flows, the 
pluralisation of living arrangements, labour market deregulation and digitalisation have made the 
study of spatial mobilities increasingly important for a broader understanding of many sociological 
issues. 

Spatial mobility is linked in many ways to key sociological concepts. For example, it is often 
considered a prerequisite for upward social mobility and social participation. However, access to 
spatial (digital) mobility is unequally distributed, resulting in different barriers to movement among 
diverse social groups, in particular across gender, ethnic or class lines. This unequal propensity to 
benefit from (im)mobility is particularly visible in times of crises, such as wars, pandemics and climate 
change. 

The Research Stream will bring together researchers from different sociological fields and investigate 
how spatial (im)mobilities can be conceptualised from different perspectives and how these mobility-
based concepts can be integrated into existing sociological traditions. 

Possible session themes include: 

• Theories, concepts and methods of studying spatial (im)mobilities 

• Spatial (im)mobilities, residential choice and decision-making processes 

• Practices of spatial (im)mobilities and organisation of everyday life 

• Spatial (im)mobilities over the life course and interrelations with various life domains 

• Spatial (im)mobilities, social mobility and social inequalities 

• Meanings and ideologies connected with spatial (im)mobilities 

• Virtual/digital spatial mobility and its relation to corporeal spatial mobility 

• Work-related travel, working from home and housing 

• Mobilities and inequalities during crises, including the war in Ukraine and the Israel-Gaza crisis 


