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Comparative criminological studies across nations, cultures, or time require that the phenomena being studied are 
comparable. The comparability of not directly observable criminological constructs, measured by multiple indicators 
(e.g., self-control, morality, attitudes and intentions toward committing, perceived risk of arrest and sanctions, legal 
cynicism, fear of crime), can be assessed by testing for measurement invariance (or differential item functioning) 
before proceeding with comparisons of construct characteristics. In addition, non-invariant measurement properties 
can themselves be the subject of investigation to improve measurement instruments and survey designs.  
 
The Thematic Issue invites substantive and/or methodological studies that contribute to the following areas of 
comparative criminological research: 
− Measurement invariance testing of criminological constructs across groups or time 
− New developments in measurement invariance testing methods (e.g., invariance alignment, Bayesian SEM, 

regularized estimation) 
− Assessment of non-invariance and its causes using, for example, multilevel SEM, clustered mixture MGCFA, 

visualization techniques, decomposition techniques 
− Survey methodological approaches and developments that are applied before data collection involving, for 

example, rating scale and survey mode choice, cognitive pretesting, web probing, cross-cultural scale adoption, 
and translation methods 

 
If you are interested in submitting an article to the Thematic Issue, please send an abstract documenting the main 
research questions, design of the study, and proposed analyses (maximum 500 words) to dseddig@uni-koeln.de 
before August 31 2023. The decision and invitation to submit a full paper will be communicated by the end of 
September 2023. Full papers are due by March 31 2024. The Thematic Issue will be published in December 2024. 
Contributions will go through double-blind peer review. Submission does not guarantee inclusion in the Thematic 
Issue. We welcome contact with the Thematic Issue Guest Editors prior to submission. 
 
International Criminology is the journal of the Division of International Criminology (ASC). It is a peer-reviewed 
interdisciplinary journal publishing work on international, comparative and global criminology and criminal justice. 
Articles in International Criminology are engaged with and motivated by theory and draw on any of the diverse 
methodological approaches from the social sciences broadly construed. 
 
Thematic Issue Guest Editors:  
Dr. Daniel Seddig (University of Cologne, Germany, dseddig@uni-koeln.de) 
Dr. Heinz Leitgöb (Leipzig University, Germany, heinz.leitgoeb@uni-leipzig.de) 
Prof. Dr. Dirk Enzmann (University of Hamburg, Germany, dirk.enzmann@uni-hamburg.de) 
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